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Five Dollars 
Front Cover: Photograph taken from 
10th floor of a high-rise in Mid Mem-
phis. Trees spreading to the down-







heart of America. 
A re you ready for a sweet heart that 
J-\.. means business? 
Memphis is one of the country's largest 
inland ports, sixth largest distribution cen-
ter and with service from Tennessee Valley 




Are you ready for an affair of the heart? 
Be careful if you don't want to fall in 
love because Memphis has charms that 
run deep and play for keeps. 
Memphis offers you a romance to last 
the rest of your life and fulfill you in the 
areas that count most. 
Work. 
Play. 
Your special interests. 
She's more than the sweet hea rt of 
America geographically. 
She's a sweet heart emotionally. A city 
that embraces you with good feelings and 
good living. 
Isn't that the relationship you've been 
looking for? 
M 
Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 224 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101, U.S.A. 
(901) 523-2322 
You gotta have heart. Le heart of America has to be strong. 
It takes 3 major economic factors to keep it 
ticking. 
And Memphis has them all. 
Abundant energy. 
Total transportation capabilities. 
And willing, working people. 
The Memphis Light, Gas & Water Division 
meets the most demanding utility needs, supply-
ing electricity, gas and water from large and 
dependable sources. 
The electricity comes from Tennessee Valley 
Authority with a steam plant on the Mississippi. 
The natural gas comes from Louisiana and 
Texas in two major pipelines. 
The water comes from a vast artesian reservoir 
that sends it up fresh and pure. 
As a transportation and distribution center, 
Memphis is peerless. No other city in America has 
such a coordinated complex of air, water, rail and 
highway facilities so vitally and centrally located. 
As for the most precious resource, people, 
there are half a million to pull from in the 
Memphis market. 
Their education level is right at the national 
average and their willingness to work is far above. 
Over a two-year study period, rated against the 
national average, Memphis area employees were 
nine times less likely to stop work or miss days. 
That kind of a record takes heart. 
Memphis has it. 
Old Man River. R omance and rivers go together. 
And this river is the most romantic 
of them all. 
This is the Mississippi. 
The main artery of America. 
Upon these red-blooded waters 
and boundless banks, the names of 






Memphis has always had her share 
of the adventure and today she is the 
heart that pumps the nation's real 
blood. 
Crude petroleum. Gasoline. Coal. 
Grain. Steel. 
And more. 
Try one of the riverfront restau-
rants at Sunset. 
Watch red magic settle on the 
eternal plains of Arkansas and ripple 
back across the water to the new river 
museum on Mud Island. 
Hear the tugboat's whistle mingle 
with the memories of steamboats and 
roustabouts. 
And feel life at full flood. 
--
... -- -~- :.., -
' . 
Downtown. 
hs is the heart of the heart. 
Where it all began with steamboats, cot-
ton bales, Beale Street and the Blues, Front 
Street and big deals, the dream of Andrew 
Jackson and James Winchester. 
Today the heart still has the mellow feel of 
a colorful history but there is a fresh new beat. 
An awakening. 
Main Street has become a main attraction, 
a pedestrian mall with a centerpiece water 
fountain that rules a straight mile of old 
and new Memphis landmarks. 
On or near the mall are 41 restaurants, 7 
parks, 117 stores, 8 churches, thousands of 
offices and a convention center that rivals 
any in the country. 
The city, county and federal government 
buildings rise with others in clean lines of 
stone, glass and steel. 
Perfect counterparts to the graceful old 
buildings of another era. 
The old is being restored with care and 
taste. The Peabody Hotel with its famous 
ducks and grand ballroom. The Shrine build-
ing with a towering front row view of the Mis-
sissippi. Beale Street itself and Cotton Row. 
The new is coming alive with great expec-
tations. Especially Mud Island with its 
restaurants and show-stopping presentation 
of Mississippi River life. 
This is the heart that has found itself anew, 
in converted warehouse restaurants and busi-
ness places and apartments that line the river. 
This is the heart that has a great past and 
a bright future. 
Barefoot in the Park 
'f"'he heart of a country should have peace 
.l andjoy. 
It should have parks. 
In a way, the whole of Memphis is a park. 
There are more than four million trees here 
stretching a peaceful calm into almost every sector. 
Within the city limits, there are 197 parks with 
over 6,700 acres of recreational land available to 
every citizen. 
And just north of the city is Shelby Forest where 
almost 200 square miles of virgin woods stretch 
along the Mississippi. 
Right in the center of Memphis in Overton Park, 
you can walk through acres of towering trees and 
meadows and feel like you're in a vacationland. 
The Memphis Zoo is part of it. On 32 acres in 
Overton Park, it's the largest zoo in the south with 
475 species of animals. There are many special 
attractions including a mammoth aquarium, an 
underwater sea lion observatory, and a children's 
circus. 
T he Memphis Park Commission also runs golf 
courses and tennis courts, 23 community centers, 
a hobby center, programs for the handicapped, 
two senior citizen centers, a year-round children's 
theater, 139 playgrounds and 26 other indoor 
facilities. 
And then there's Libertyland. 
It's only natural that the heart of America 
should have an all-American theme park. 
And Memphis has one to remember. 
Libertyland features rides, shows and themed 
areas where you experience the spirit of America. 
You won't find a better place to park than right 
here in Memphis. 
Traveliri On. '"T""'he heart of a country ought to be where the .l. airlines and the train tracks and the interstates 
and the rivers all come together. 
That's exactly what happens in Memphis. 
So much so that we have established a nerve 
center to coordinate the traffic. 
Uniport. 
Memphis is rapidly becoming the star distri-
bution center of the U.S. and Uniport will make 
sure it stays that way. 
What all comes and goes? 
Thousands of passengers a day fly in and out of 
an International Airport that is the largest medium-
hub center in the country with unmatched accessi-
bility to all U.S. time zones. 
All of the overnight packages handled by Federal 
Express whose home base is here. 
More than 14 million tons of river freight on 6 
major barge lines operating out of 5 modern river 
terminals. 
Much of the nation's railroad freight shipments 
on hundreds of freight trains operated by seven 
class one railroads. 
And millions of tons of highway freight trucked 
in and out by 97 fixed-route common carriers of a 
total of 200 motor carriers. 
That's what comes and goes. 
And because Memphis is in the sun belt, it comes 
and goes year 'round. 










Football. And more. 
The U.S. Men's Indoor National Tennis Cham-
pionships are played here and attract such top-
ranking stars as McEnroe, Borg and Connors. 
Our Indoor Soccer Team made a whole new 
game out of this international favorite and became 
famous for their uninhibited style of play. 
The Memphis State University Basketball 
Team is often a major factor for the National 
Championship. 
The Memphis Chicks Double A Baseball Team 
always provides top entertainment and frequently 
leads its league. 
The Danny Thomas Memphis Classic Golf 
Tournament brings out the best names in the game 
and has become a major national tournament. 
The Memphis State Football Team plays some 
of the top teams in the country. 
And our own post season Liberty Bowl game is 
an annual encounter famous for both its high-
ranking brand of college football and its spectac-
ular half-time showmanship. 
Spectator sports prove a big point here. 
Memphis has an all-American heart. 
Those 
cotton fields 
back home. Lis heart will always belong to cotton. 
But today it also belongs to the other crops that 




Wheat and corn. 
Rich soil and a 203-day growing season make this 
combination of major crops grow better than any-
where else on earth. 
Not to mention peaches, apples, vegetables, dairy 
products, beef cattle and the hogs that make our 
famous barbecue. 
This isn't just agriculture anymore. 
It's agribusiness, an aggressive new economy that 
embraces processors, packers, shippers, distributors 
and retail merchants. 
It's a synergism of climate, land, central location, 
Uniport transportation and capital enterprise that's 
making Memphis something this nation has never 
had before. 
An agropolis. 
Already Memphis is the world's largest spot cot-
ton market, second largest soybean processor, the 
nation's third largest meat processor and third largest 
total food processor. 
And of course, Memphis is a major sales and distri-
bution center for the machines, equipment, chem-
icals and services that help our land produce. 
Since the late 1800's, America has been the agri-
cultural head of the world. 
Now that head has a new heart. 
Applause, 
Applause. 
,.-,he arts in Memphis deserve 
.1. hearty applause. 
And The Memphis Arts Council 
deserves to take most of the bows. 
Year after year, for the love of 
Memphis and culture, the dedicated 
members of The Council secure top 






The Council also coordinates the 
activities of cultural organizations 
and performing groups that bring us 
jazz, chamber music, popular con-
temporary music, dance, poetry, read-
ings and visual arts and crafts. 
The Memphis Symphony Orches-
tra presents a wide-ranging series of 
classical music concerts and pro-
grams featuring stars of international 
stature. 
For more than 90 years, the 
Beethoven Club has brought Mem-
phis the world's best in music, ballet 
and classical plays. 
The Memphis Opera comes up 
with the top international names 
every year and is considered one of 
the best opera companies in the 
country. Memphis is a regular stop 
for the Metropolitan Opera. 
The Memphis Academy of Arts 
has exhibitions and a fine arts 
curriculum. 
The Memphis Ballet Society pre-
sents world famous performers and 
offers training for young dancers. 
Theatre Memphis is community 
theatre that ranks with the best in the 
country. 
Be prepared. Memphis has arts 
that will win you over. 
Let the good times roll. A heart should be merry. 
The sweet heart of America is and 
always has been-ever since river 
boats ruled, cotton came to market, 
and Beale street was born. 
The merry-making starts with early 
parties for Cotton Carnival in March 
and April. 
It gets into full swing with Memphis 
in May, a season of international 
exhibition and festival , including foot 
races, barbecue contests, world fa-
mous live music, balloon races and 
a fine arts finale. 
Thousands line the river to watch 
the King and Queen of Cotton Carni-
val arrive on their royal barge as spec-
tacular fireworks light up the sky. 
And thousands more gather at the 
river for the annual sunset symphony 
where the 1812 overture with real can-
non fire punctuates the evening. 
In September there's the special 
excitement of the Mid-South Fair 
with its winning agricultural exhibits, 
wholesome fun and downhome 
cooking. 
Oktoberfest finds Memphians and 
guests hitting the downtown mall for 
Bratwurst, beer, and music. 
In December, Overton Square 
reaches back over a hundred years 
for the spirit of Christmas past. A 
Dickens Christmas with chestnuts 
roasting over streetside fires. 
Of course, you expect a Merry 
Christmas. 
And once you know Memphis, you 
expect so much more. She's a sweet-
heart ... all year long. 
Workirl 
nine to five. 
rrhe sweet heart of America sings 
.1. with business and industry. 
Some of the world's top companies 
are here in Memphis. 
This sweet heart is where transpor-
tation is coordinated and all encom-
passing. Where labor is productive 
and plentiful. Where energy is reli-
able and inexpensive. Where water is 
pure and abundant. 
No wonder so many regional, na-
tional and international headquarters 
are in Memphis. 
This is a heart with a strong and 
diversified economy. With products 
and services that generate from an 
agricultural base and fan out into 





Conventions and tourism. 
This is where the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice has its headquarters for the 11-
state Southern region. 
And this is where the nation's larg-
est inland naval base along with a 
central Defense Depot pump over 
$200 million a year into the Memphis 
economy. 
It's this kind of broad-based enter-
prise that makes Memphis one of the 
largest industrial cities in the United 
States. 
And here's something else to take 
heart about. 








r-r-'ake in the restaurants and night life of Mem-
.1. phis to your heart's content. 
In dining alone, there are adventures enough 
for a lifetime. 
Choose from restaurants that now thrive in 
converted warehouses along the river to high rise 
spectaculars to dignified old homes to just plain 
solid and serviceable mom and pops. 
And pick the food that suits you. 
From Haute Cuisine to down-home Tennessee 
with just about every ethnic style you can think 
of in between. Including good Chinese, Japanese, 
German and Mexican. 
Hunting the perfect barbecue in Memphis is a 
lifetime adventure in itself. 
Night life in Memphis is just as varied and 
exciting. You find it throbbing from the river to 
Collierville and from Raleigh to Southaven in a 
world of nightspots with a wealth of themes and 
personalities. 
Formal, traditional jazz and blues. 
Country with a Southern accent. 
Cowboy, urban and uptown. 
Live wire rock and roll. 
And plenty more with a style all their own. 
Whether it's taking in all the places in Overton 
Square, rolling on the river at places like Blues 
Alley or Number One Beale, clicking with a club 
in East Memphis or just sitting in sympathy with 
a great juke box, Memphis has it all. 
Memphis has a special place in its heart for 
good food and good fun. 
Miracle 
Workers. 
~he heart of America stays in good shape 
.1. with one of the finest medical centers in 
the world. 
The facts and figures speak for themselves. 
23 hospitals and 7600 beds that serve over 2½ 
million people in a 5-state area. 
World famous children's hospitals like St. Jude 
and LeBonheur. 
The world's largest private hospital, Baptist 
Memorial; and the largest Methodist Hospital in 
the country. 
Centers and clinics that have pioneered the 
detection of uterine cancer, the treatment of 
glaucoma and the intricacies of ear operation 
procedures. 
A highly specialized unit for the treatment of 
cancer patients. A spinal cord injury rehabilitation 
unit. The Southern College of Optometry. The 
first blood bank to serve the South. 
Full general hospitals both private and commu-
nity that provide a full range of care including 
open-heart surgery, cardiac catheterization and 
sophisticated respiratory therapy. 
Specialized hospitals that treat ear, eye, nose 
and throat problems, chest diseases, children's 
diseases and psychiatric disorders. 
25 major nursing homes with over 3100 beds 
providing care for the aged and chronically ill. 
The University of Tennessee Medical Unit is 
here with its renowned schools all shoulder to 
shoulder with several major hospitals and a wealth 
of clinics in a concentrated Midtown area known 
as the Medical Center. 
Memphis is home for some of the great doctors 
of the world and researchers who are advancing 
the frontiers of medicine. 
What more could a heart ask for. 
There's no place 
like home. 
~ he homes of Memphis warm the 







The one spirit that threads through these 
many styles is a spirit of good living. 
Living in Memphis is like living in the 
peace and quiet of a small town but with 
all the advantages of a big city. 
Homes are still going for bargain prices 
here compared with those in other cities. 
You'll get twice as much house and land 
here for the same money. 
T here are good values throughout the 
area from the newer homes out east, south 
and north to the older homes in Midtown, 
many of which have been rediscovered 
and tastefully renovated. 
Townhomes and condominium homes 
are extra good values in Memphis. T here 
are a number of styles to choose from and 
the large supply keeps the prices right. 
Memphis condominiums and town-
homes account for 25 percent of new hous-
ing sales in the market with their energy 
efficiency and low initial capital expense. 
And as for apartments, there are great 
old ones in Midtown and fresh new ones 
all over Memphis. Attractive apartments 
at attractive rents. 
The homes. The townhomes, condomin-
ium homes and apartments. Look them 
over. 
Home is where the heart is. 
And when you really see the homes of 
Memphis, yours will be here too. 
Sweetland 
of liberty. 
~he heart of this country ought 
.1. to be a place where an American 
can still live like his forebears. 
Off the fat of the land and in the 
freedom of fresh air and clear water. 
The Mid-South preserves that right 





Canoeing, water skiing and more. 
The Mississippi River with its un-
tamed islands, bottornlands and natur-
al lakes makes a hunting and fishing 
paradise. These areas abound with 
crappie, bream, bass, catfish, dove, 
duck, rabbit, quail, squirrel, geese, 
deer, raccoon, opossum and turkey. 
The clear, clean creeks, rivers and 
lakes of Arkansas and Missouri are 
within easy driving distance and pro-
vide ideal conditions for canoeing, 
camping, sailing and water skiing. 
Special deer hunts are held regu-
larly in Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Mississippi. 
And duck hunters come from all 
over the world to the famous Missis-
sippi River flyway with perhaps the 
best shooting of all just across the 
river from Memphis in the Grand 
Prairie of Arkansas. 
The best hunting dogs in the coun-
try compete each year in the National 
Bird Dog Championship nearby. 
And the Hunter-Jumper Classic at 
Germantown is fast becoming a ma-
jor event. 
The great outdoors is still wide 
open here. 
This heart is still the land of the 
free. 
- THE ~£!"~ PIG -
School 
Days. 
Memphis is a heart full of good schools. 
Public or private. 
From pre-school to Med School. 
Vocational or technical. 
Higher learning or special purpose. 
The variety of Memphis schools covers 
nearly every career or lifestyle and the quality 
is excellent. 
The Memphis public school system ranks 
with the best in the U.S. and has a low stu-
dent to teacher ratio. 
The county schools adhere to similar 
standards. 
Both Memphis and Shelby County schools 
off er special education programs for the 
handicapped and homebound as well as for 
superior and talented students. 
There are more than 150 private and paro-
chial schools in Memphis and Shelby County, 
and more than 300 within a 30-mile radius. 
There are more than 100 kindergarten and 
day care centers. 
Memphis has a fine roster of higher educa-
tion schools including Southwestern, Mem-
phis State, Christian Brothers, LeMoyne 
Owen, Shelby State, The University of Ten-
nessee Medical School, Southern College of 
Optometry, Center for Continuing Education, 
Joint University Center, and the Memphis 
Academy of Arts. 
Vocational and technical schools include 
Adult Education Center, Memphis Area Vo-
Tech, Moore Tech, and State Technical In-
stitute at Memphis. 
And there are over 100 top quality schools 
of special purpose in fields such as theology, 
nursing, and business. 
Memphis loves her schools. 
They make her heart even sweeter. 
Something Old, 
Something New. 
M emphis has sweet memories that are as old as the Indians 
and as new as the stars. 
Tucked away in museums, fine old 
homes and a new planetarium. 
At Chucalissa Indian Village, the 
Choctaws themselves show you how 
it was 500 years ago. 
At The Pink Palace, you ramble 
through a rare museum full of natural 
history and art objects. And then you 
look upward in the planetarium to 
discover the new secrets .of the stars. 
There are beautiful old homes that 
have their own stories to tell. 
Graceland and Elvis Presley. 
Magevney House where the first 
schoolmaster in Memphis lived. 
Victorian Village with the Fon-
taine House and the Neely-Mallory 
mansion, period pomp and circum-
stance at its best. 
The Hunt-Phelan house with its 
perfect Georgian architecture. 
And one heroic memory isn 't a 
house or a museum at all. It's the 
original B-17 airplane of World War 
II called The Memphis Belle. 
The Dixon Gallery and Gardens 
and The Memphis Botanical Gardens 
are living museums alive with the 
color of yesterday and today. 
Memphis holds her memories dear. 
The way a sweet heart should. 
- -----
lnmy 
neighborhood. ~he heart of America needs a strong sup-J_ port system. 
And Memphis has one. 
A network of neighborhoods. 
You don't live lost and lonely in Memphis 
the way you might in many big cities. 
Because Memphis knows better. 
This sweet heart was settled and developed 
by people with a feel for the neighborliness of 
country and small town life. 
The result is a city that cares. 
One with strong municipal advantages and 
yet a soft, personal touch. 
A city, where in many neighborhoods, you 
can still walk to the drug store, the bakery, 
the grocery and church. 
Memphis believes in community and com-
mitment. 
And there are community organizations 
throughout the old and new parts of town to 
back up that belief. 
Many of these present-day associations that 
are insuring the continuing integrity of Mem-
phis neighborhoods inherited their beginnings 
from the old civic clubs of the early 1900's. 
Memphis has been dedicated for a long time. 
And not just to herself. 
There's a faith that goes much deeper and 
is practiced with individual vigor in her more 
than 800 churches and synagogues. 
Her faith in God. 
Memphis has it and she's not ashamed to 
say so. 
Straight from the heart. 
Baubles, 
Bangles 
&Beads. Memphis shopping gladdens the heart. 
From A. Schwab on Beale Street where 
you can still get a good kerosene lantern to 
the numerous Malls that circle the city with 
the latest fashions, Memphis is a shoppers' 
paradise. 
Memphis is the retail center of the Mid-
South with over $3 billion a year in sales. 
Downtown Memphis is a potpourri of 
department stores, boutiques, and specialty 
shops. All are close to the Main Street Mall. 
Parking is available and convenient. 
And you can easily spend a day poking 
into every adventuresome nook and corner. 
Taking in all the personality shops of Over-
ton Square is a trip in itself. 
There are high-fashion boutiques, shop-
ping centers and top-quality stores through-
out the Midtown and East Memphis areas 
with even more treasures to the north, east 
and south. 
Wherever you go in 400 square miles of 
Memphis shopping, you're never far from a 
good buy. 
And once you get there, there's a place 
for your car. 
Or, if you prefer, you can ride a city bus 
that will take you where you want to go. 
With all its variety Memphis shopping real-






The sounds of Memphis have flavored not 
only America but the world. The frontiers 
of music have been advanced by at least 3 




Memphis is a large recording center with 
over $100 million worth of production a 
year. And it is home base for the creation 
of top chart and commerical music. 
But the mystique of Memphis music, the 
spirit that makes this city a musicians' shrine 
goes far beyond the slick and polished tunes 
that tum to gold. 
This heart of America was christened with 
the chants of the Chickasaw over 1,000 years 
ago, weaned on cotton field spirituals, reared 
on ringing songs from river men and rousta-
bouts, immortalized by the jazz and blues of 
Beale Street, electrified by rock and roll, 
comforted by country and western, support-
ed by soul and civilized by symphony. 
This heart is where the spirit of all music 
is yearning for the next new sound. 
Where real believers play in different clubs 
and settings all over town. Down and dirty. 
Rarefied and refined. 
And this is where the famous names come 
home to jam and play at the Coliseum or 
around the comer. 
This is Memphis. 
The sweet heart of America. 
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Goodnight Sweetheart. 
'1il we meet tomorrow 
• " .. • • 
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Now you've been introduced to Memphis. 
Making a commitment to this city 




For just plain living. 
Memphis is an unspoiled sweet-
heart ready to unfold her full poten-
tial in the coming years and reward 
those who favor her now. 
The dreams you have today can 
come true. 
When we meet tomorrow. 
We greatly appreciate the contribu-
tions of: 
The Memphis Board of Realtors 
The Memphis Homebuilders 
Association 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water 
Division 
Memphis and Shelby County 
Private Industry Council, Inc. 
Goodwin & Cupo, photographer, 
King& I 
«:>1981 Maldwin Hamlin, 
photographer, Furry Lewis, 
Fontaine House 
Delta and Pine Land Company 
For more information contact 
Manager, Economic Development, 
Memphis Area Chamber of Com-
merce, P.O. Box 224-P, Memphis, TN 
38101, U.S.A. 901/ 523-2322 . 

